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Trends and Challenges in database technology
——Efforts and Challenges of Nihon Unisys
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Abstract Database technology has been used in any backyard system. In 1990 s, the products underlying
the technology and the usage of database systems have drastically changed. That is, as the relational data-
base has become more popular, the volume of data involved has rapidly increased in the systems such as
data warehouse compared with the traditional transaction—centered system and the large volume data re-
trieval has become one of the important data management areas. Recently, the trend of computer plat-
forms has moved from commercial UNIX to Windows and from Windows to Linux. With this moving, open
source database products are becoming more popular.

In this paper, we look back over the history of database systems and our efforts in Unisys. After consid-
ering the future direction briefly, we discuss the difference of open source database systems and commer-
cial ones from the viewpoint of the database features, and we propose the key points to implement success-
fully your systems using open source products.

On the other hand, a special-purpose database system has emerged with the rapid increase of the data

volume such as data streaming. We present our current effort for the new product.
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