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Abstract The manufacturing industry has aggressively made forays overseas in recent years. Therefore, in the product
development area, the coordinated design and development in the global environment are becoming major issues.
This paper arranges the actions to handle the business to these challenges as well as the information technological
issues to be considered in the product development area. Furthermore, it introduces PDMU Product Data Manage-
ment[IPLMUO Product Lifecycle Management[] as a function supportable using IT, and summarizes the distinctive in-
ventions and considerations for the performance common to several examples to implement PDMIPLM from the

viewpoint of the engineering data management, the distribution of engineering data, and the project management.
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