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Abstract Application of CAD/CAM/CAE systems for product development is becoming the inevitable con-
dition in manufacturing companies. In order to manage computerized data created by these systems, intro-
duction of PDM  (Product Data Management) system is increasing mainly in big businesses.

However, there is a serious issue that the association or collaboration of PDM system with CAD/CAM
CAE systems is far from satisfactory. Besides functional problems, that PDM system can be applied merely
in the later design stage where parts subdivision is almost decided, designers are forced to spend consider-
able time to register and refer design data to/from the PDM system in use. These create a major issue
from the context of the product development efficiency.

As a challenge to these issues, we have developed the DIM (Design Information Manager) system in
which design data are managed with effective collaboration and coordination with CAx systems.

This paper first discusses the issues of design information management, and then introduces characteris-

tic functions of the DIM system.
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