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Overview and Future Direction of IOWN Global Forum
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Abstract IOWN stands for Innovative Optical and Wireless Network, and NTT’s IOWN concept is an initia-
tive for a next-generation network and information processing infrastructure that utilizes innovative
technologies based on optics. It aims to provide high-speed, high-capacity communication and vast comput-
ing resources, with the goal of realizing this vision around 2030. The international forum established to
promote the realization and dissemination of this concept is called the “IOWN Global Forum,” in which
companies and academic organizations from around the world participate. Research and development are
being conducted to solve social issues that cannot be achieved with existing infrastructure and to provide

value that is in line with the era of cyber-physical systems and digital twin computing.
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