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Social Game “The Test for Japaneseness” for Common-Sense Knowledge Acquisition
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Abstract In recent years, some intelligent machines, such as smartphones with speech recognition software
and cars with auto-driving ability, have emerged and began to meet some specific needs in our daily life.
Then, would it be possible to assume that, in the near future, the machines will become intelligent enough
to satisfy any needs of human in daily scenes by communicating, thinking, judging and acting in appropri-
ate way just as human can do? In order to achieve such machines, it is necessary for machines to acquire
a large amount of certain type of human knowledge. That is, the background knowledge, or the common-
sense knowledge, that humans implicitly share.

Nihon Unisys has developed and released a Facebook game called “The Test for Japaneseness”. This was
considered to help constructing the database of common-sense by collecting user’s answers to the quiz
games. By assessing and evaluating the quantity and the quality of the collected common-sense data, this

paper shows the method used in “The Test for Japaneseness” is an effective way to construct such database.
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