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Abstract The last several years have shown a worldwide rise in attention and actual use of open source
software, such as GNU/Linux operating system, Apache, and PostgreSQL. Meanwhile, legal risks associ-
ated with open source software are also discussed due to enforceability of licenses. Software distributed
under specific open-source licenses must include source code and allow free distribution. Open-source
license violation sometimes results in costly litigation and loss of intellectual property.

In this paper, we categorize potential legal risks surrounding open-source licenses, analyze GPL violation
cases, and suggest risk management solutions. In particular, this paper proposes practical steps, including

source code inspection, to mitigate the legal risks arising from software development.
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