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Open Source Paradigm Shift
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Abstract IT system has become the critical infrastructure that supports the business activities of every
corporate, and is expected to catch up on the quickly-changing business environment and technologies.
Further, IT investments should be justified by their returns.

Paradigm shift is apparent for IT system configuration, from purchasing mutually compatible products
from a single provider, to combining open products utilizing their various merits.

Recently, Open Source Software (OSS) has been used more for the enterprise systems not only for the
usual internet systems, but also for the middleware and business applications, as well as mobile phone and
robotics.

OSS prevalence relies on “development community” where engineers develop the functions in all over
the world and “license” that publicizes the functions by authorizing usage. Also, due to the nature of OSS
that involves numerous engineers, the technologies are standardized and serve as the public intellectual
property. Thus, OSS concept has been recognized to comprise the foundations of the IT society.

Furthermore, OSS does not only decreases the license cost and increases the versatility, but also acceler-
ates the innovation with the use of public intellectual property. The author recognizes the significance of

renovation of corporate business model that is endorsed by due appreciation of the OSS advantages.
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