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Abstract Today, networks are stepping across the borders of business establishments. The Internet in par-
ticular is changing the way companies use computers and even transforming the business processes itself.
An efficient information system which is adequately equipped for these dynamic changes must be built so
that businesses can survive in today’'s severely-competitive environment.

The EC framework proposed in this paper is a basic information technology infrastructure which pro-
vides the industrial standards, platform-independence, and object-oriented technology which form the basis
for building a new company information system to cope with the above changes. A company that adopts
the EC framework can effectively design, develop, and operate an information system to meet its business
needs. The EC framework also offers the following advantages :

O Provides a seamless interface with existing legacy applications and protects the resources accumulated

up to the present.

O Allows the execution of distributed applications in a heterogeneous and multivendor environment by

stepping across the borders between companies.

O Allows the integration of optimal products and solutions from diverse providers.

O Provides complete interoperability and standard services to customers, based on their component ar-

chitecture.
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